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English Service July 17th, 2019

Hymn: Jesus Loves Me (E-461)
Bible Passage: Matthew 6:21
“Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

Where is Your Treasure?

| almost titled this message, “Who are you becoming?” Part 3 in the “Who” series!
But | thought that maybe you'd like something different. So, let's talk about treasures! |
think we all have treasures, or rather, we all have things that are important to us. There are
people that we treasure, like family and friends, or maybe a famous singer or actor that we
like; there things that we may treasure, like our smartphones, or our bikes, or our clothes,
or peanut butter; and there are hopes and dreams that we treasure, like winning a
tournament, or getting into a university, or visiting a certain place. We all treasure
something. What do you treasure?

| ask this question today because, what we treasure influences us. Or, as several
American pastors have said, “You become what you worship.” maybe worship is a strong
word, but | think what we treasure certainly does influence who we are becoming and
where we are going in life. Many of you will have time this summer to think about your
future, how you want to spend the rest of your high school life, or what you want to do after
high school, and what kind of person you want to become. | think it is also important to
think about who or what you treasure, and what you should treasure, because those
people and things can affect us in a good way or a bad way.

| want to share an example from my own life. When | was a student in middle school
and high school, | play video games a lot. | mean A LOT! Some days | played as many as
8 hours! Living like that affected my life in several ways. First, naturally, | became very
good at video games! But the others effects aren’t as good. Playing video games that
much made me lazy, passive, and out of shape. It wasn’'t good for me. Of course, video
games are okay! They're not bad. They're a lot of fun, and | still sometimes play them with
my brothers. But | wonder if | treasured them too much during that time.

Since then, | have grown in my faith and love in Jesus. Through treasuring Jesus
and His teachings, | have grown to take more initiative, and to be more disciplined in the
way | live my life. And yet, at the same time, if 'm honest, even though I'm a Christian,
even | don’t always treasure Jesus as much as | should, and | treasure other things more
than | should. And | can see how that actually keeps me from living and loving the people
around me as well as | could. This morning, | feel like 'm preaching not just to you, but to
myself, as well. Treasure Jesus, Stephen! It's the key to heart transformation! It's such a
simple and easy thing to do, but at the same time, it can seem so hard sometimes. | want
to finish by sharing my personal verse for this year with you, Hebrews 12:2.

“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy
set before him endured the cross...”



