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English Service April 25, 2019

Hymn: Jesus Loves Me (E-461)
Bible Passage: 1 Peter 1:3

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given
us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”

Resurrecting Broken Things

This week, we celebrated Easter!!t We Christians believe that Jesus Christ was born, lived a perfect life,
died on the cross for our failures, and then on Easter day, he was resurrected from the dead back to life!
That's so amazing! | think that Easter is truly the most important day for Christians! It is the very center of
Christianity! | remember that | shared this with a class once, and a Japanese student asked, “Why did
Jesus have to die? Wouldn’t it have been better if he could have saved us without dying?” It's a good
question. Maybe some of you are thinking that question. | hope to give you one answer this morning.

If you look at our world today, there are many good things, but there are many broken things, too. There
is war, poverty, and injustice. And, though Japan is a prosperous, peaceful nation, there are broken
things even in our own lives, too. Maybe there are unmet dreams, bullying, broken families, broken
relationships, broken people who do broken things. We live in a broken world. If you think about it, | am
sure that you can think of some things in your life that are broken.

But then, Jesus steps into our broken world. Though he was perfect, he allowed this broken world to
break him and kill him. And he died. Death is a terrible thing, isn't it? It does not matter if you are rich or
poor, healthy or unhealthy, smart or athletic or kind or none of those things. No one escapes death. And
when death comes, it takes everything away from us. When you die, you cannot take your money with
you, or your family or friends, or your job. When you die, it doesn’t matter how successful you were in
life, how good you were at math or basketball. You can’t take any of it with you. Death takes everything
from us. Death is maybe the most broken thing in our world.

But I think this is one reason why Jesus chose to die for us. Jesus died for us so that he could resurrect
for us. God took the most broken thing in our world, and brought something very good out of it. He
brought life from death! Beauty from ashes. Wow! Jesus is the only person in all of human history to
conquer death! Jesus did this to give us hope that God will take the broken things of this world and make
them whole again. Jesus died and resurrected to show that no brokenness, no evil in this world is too big
for God to bring something good and beautiful out of it. God’s Love is bigger! Jesus is alive!

This is what Easter is about! This is what Jesus is about! '

To be honest with you, recently there were some broken things in my life. Things that hurt. Things that |
can't fix by myself. But I've given them over to Jesus, because | know He can heal the hurt and bring
good out of the broken things; actually, He already is! He is my Living Hope! I'm so full of joy because of
Him! And | invite you, too, to give your broken things over to Him. If He can bring something good out of
death, then he can definitely bring something good out of your broken things, too. So get your hopes up,
everyone! Happy Easter! Happy Resurrection Day! Let's pray.
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