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HEH B 109 “Silent Night”
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English Worship December 18th, 2018

Hymn: Part 1, #109 “Silent Night”

Bible Passage: John 14:2-3
“In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, | would have told you. | am going there to
prepare a place for you. And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come back and take you to be with
me that you also may be where | am.”

The Divine Love Story

Merry Christmas, everyone! During my first Christmas in Japan, | had a culture shock moment. For me, as an American,
Christmas is about family, and as a follower of Jesus and someone who loves Jesus, Christmas is Jesus’ birthday! But
when | first came to live in Japan 6 years ago, | saw a wreath shaped like a heart! | also saw many couples dating on
Christmas Eve, and people told me that Japanese see Christmas as a romantic holiday. And | got upset! | thought, “This
day is supposed to be about Jesus, not girfriends and boyfriends!” :

A couple years later, however, | was thinking one day, and | realized that maybe, Christmas is a romantic holiday. Let me
explain. Before Jesus died on the cross, he said to his disciples: (Please look at the passage above.)

This passage may seem strange to us. Okay, Jesus’ Father is God, and his Father's house is Heaven, but why is he
talking like that? But Jesus’ disciples would have understood that Jesus was talking to them the way a bridegroom talks to
his bride. Back then, a Jewish man had to build a room in his father's house for his bride before marrying her. In other
words, Jesus talked to his disciples like they were his bride!

Maybe you're thinking, “Stephen Sensei, that’s just strange! | don't think that's what that means.” But really, I'm not
making this up! All through the Bible, there is wedding language everywhere! In one passage about marriage, Paul ends
by talking about Jesus and his disciples!

“For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” This
is a profound mystery--but | am talking about Christ and the church. - Ephesians 5:31-32

| also found a new verse just recently in my own studies.
“For the Maker is your husband--the Lord Almighty is his name.” - Isaiah 54:5

What am | trying to say? This is what the Bible is all about. Yes, it is a holy book for a religion, yes it is a historical
document, but it is also a love story between humanity and the God who made them, between the Creator and His
creation. Two months ago, | told you that God loves you like a Papa, and that's so true, but this is also true: God is in love
with you the way a bridegroom loves his bride.

Christmas is about a God who says, “| want to be close to the ones | love.” it's about a God who didn’t want Heaven
without us, so He brought Heaven to earth. God saw that we were powerless to stop the evil in the world and the evil in
us, so God wrote Himself into the story. Jesus, though He was completely God, gave up His Godhood; He threw it away
to bring light and hope and love back into our world. This is why Jesus came to earth.

| know that maybe many people here don’t believe that Jesus is God the way that | do, but | just want you to know God is
in love with you and wants not a religion with you, but a relationship with you. That's what Christmas is about. Let's pray.




