Hymn: 461, “Jesus Loves Me!” February 22, 2018
Scripture: John 13:14-15 (New Testament p. 195)

Foot-washing

“Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s
feet. | have set you an example that you should do as | have done foryou.”

If today were your last day on earth, what would you do? Maybe you would do something
exciting like take a trip, or maybe you would spend a quiet day with your family. Did any of you think,
“I'd wash the feet of twelve of my friends!”? No, of course not! However, this is what Jesus did on his

last night on earth. This story seems a little strange to us today, but it teaches us two important ways we
can be good friends with other people.

First, this story tells us that we should do kind things for people even when it’s difficult to do so.
In Jesus’ time, the roads were very dusty and dirty because of the many camels, oxen, and donkeys that
walked in them. Because people wore open sandals, their feet became very dirty when they went
outside. When people entered a house, their feet had to be washed right away. This unpleasant job was
done by the house’s lowest servant or slave. Jesus was a great teacher and the Son of God. He didn’t
have to do this dirty job for his disciples, but he washed all of their feet to show them that he loved
them and cared about them. Instead of doing something for himself on his last night on earth, he
humbly served his friends. After he washed their feet, he told them that they should wash each other’s
feet too. This doesn’t mean that we should actually wash each other’s feet! What it does mean is that
we should do kind things for people even when it's difficult for us. For example, it can be difficult to talk
to someone we don’t know well or to take the time to help someone. But when we really love someone,

we don’t think about ourselves. We think only about the other person. This is the way Jesus loves us,
and he wants us to love other people this way too.

The story’s second meaning is that we should always forgive each other, even when people do
something very bad to us. When Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, all the dirt went away and the feet
became clean. in the same way, when Geod forgives us, our sins are washed away. Even though we have
done some bad things, when God looks at people who trust him, he sees them as beautiful and clean.
When Jesus says to wash each other’s feet, it means that we should forgive each other of even the very
worst things we have done. Forgiveness is very hard. Maybe someone has said unkind words to you, or
maybe someone has betrayed you in some way. In these situations, it’s important to remember that
everyone has made some big mistakes in their life. God knows about all of our mistakes both big and
small, but he still loves and forgives us if we trust him. When we remember that we ourselves are
greatly forgiven by God, it becomes easier for us to forgive other people too.

Today at school, let’s try to do kind things for our classmates and forgive any hurtful actions of

the people around us. Let’s remember the deep love Jesus had for his disciples, and let’s try to love
others the same way.
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