Hymn: 109, “Silent Night” December 18,2017

Scripture: John 3:16 (New Testament p. 167)

Christmas

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life.”

Christmas has always been my favorite holiday. When I was a ¢hild, I would run into my
parents’ room on Christmas morning, and jump on the bed shouting, “Wake up! Wake up! It’s
Christmas!” Then I would run into the living room and look at all of the presents under the
Christmas tree. There were so many that it took all morning to open them! Nothing was more

exciting!

Christmas is a happy time of the year with many wonderful things to enjoy! There are
presents, parties, and beautiful decorations. It’s good to enjoy Christmas, but I think sometimes
we become a little selfish this time of the year. We think too much about getting presents for
ourselves and doing things to make ourselves happy. Sometimes, we forget what this day is
really about. Christmas is a day to remember the best present God has ever given us. That
present is his son, Jesus. Because God loves us very much, he sent Jesus to earth to live and die
for us. Even though Jesus lived a perfect life and didn’t do anything wrong, he took the
punishment for all of our mistakes when he died on the cross. Because of this, God forgives all
of the bad things we have done. He promises that if we trust him, we can live with him in heaven
forever with no pain or sadness. This promise gives us great hope. On Christmas Day, people
remember God’s special gift of Jesus by giving each other presents. We give presents to show
people we love them, just like God showed his love for us by giving us Jesus. Christmas is a
special day to remember God’s love and to share his love with other people.

This December, let’s try to remember the real meaning of Christmas. Remember that God
loves you very much, and that he wants you to be kind and to love other people. It’s difficult
sometimes, but let’s try to think not only about ourselves, but also about the people around us. Is
there someone in your class who looks lonely or sad? Try talking with him or her! Are there
some people in your class who bother you? Try to notice their good points and not just the bad
ones. Let’s try to encourage each other and to share God’s love with one another.
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