Hymn: I1 167, “*Amazing Grace!” October 30, 2017
Scripture: Ezekiel 36:26 (Old Testament p. 1356)

Jack-o’-lanterns

“I will also put a new spirit in you to change your way of thinking. I will take out the heart of
stone from your body and give you a tender, human heart.”

One of my best childhood memories is going to a pumpkin patch. At the beautiful farm,
there were hundreds of pumpkins to choose from. Some pumpkins I could hold in my hand,
while others were so huge that they were difficult to carry. I remember running around the farm,
trying to find the very best one. After everyone in my family chose their pumpkin, we took them
home and began to make jack-o’-lanterns. First I cut off the top of the pumpkin. Then I reached
into the pumpkin to scrape out all of the messy pulp and seeds that were inside. I scraped and |
scraped for a long time. My hands became very wet and sticky. Next, I cut a face in my pumpkin.
I gave him triangle eyes and a big smile. I waited until it was dark outside, and put him on the
front porch. I put a candle in the pumpkin and lit the flame. In the dark night, you could see the
pumpkin glowing from all the way across the street.

In some ways, people are like pumpkins. Like pumpkins, people look nice on the
outside. However, all of us have done some bad things or have had some bad thoughts. We try to
be good people, but we can’t live perfectly. Our hearts are ugly and messy like the inside of a
pumpkin. God is like a pumpkin carver. Because God loves us, he made a way to make our
hearts beautiful and clean. We can’t live a perfect life, so God sent Jesus to earth to live a
perfect life for us. When Jesus died on the cross and took our punishment for us, our sins were
forgiven. God threw away our sin, just like a pumpkin carver throws out the ugly pulp of the
pumpkin.

God also changes our hearts to make us kinder and better people. When we trust God, we
know that he loves us very much. We want to be kind like he is, and to share his love with other
people. We want to love and forgive people the way that God loves and forgives us. This love
that God has put in our hearts shines like a bright candle in a jack-o’-lantern. A heart that was
once ugly and messy has become warm and beautiful.

When you see a pumpkin, you probably think about candy and Halloween parties. But I
hope that pumpkins also remind you that God knows everything about you and loves you very
much. God knows that your heart is ugly and messy, but he still loves you. You are precious to
him. There is nothing you can do to make him not love you. If you trust him, he will forgive you
and give you a new and joyful heart.
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