Hymn: 461, “Jesus Loves Me!™ | April 27, 2017
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:17 (New Testament p. 331)

A New Creation

“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away. Behold,
the new has come!”

Have you ever done pottery? When I was in college, I had a friend who made beautiful
clay plates and bowls. One day, she invited me and my friends to the art studio to paint some
plates that she made.

I went with my friends to the art studio and started to paint my plate dark blue. The plate
was smooth and beautifully made. Suddenly, I made a big mistake! I accidentally bumped a green
paint bottle, and green paint spilled onto the plate! The plate was now blue with ugly green spots.
It looked very bad! I tried to wipe off the paint with a rag, but I couldn’t. It only spread the green
paint around and made it look worse. There was nothing that I could do to fix it, so I put the plate
into the kiln to be fired.

A week later, the plates were finished. My friend showed me my plate and said, “Look at
your plate! It’s the best one! When the art students saw it, they all wanted to know how you made
it!” T was surprised. My plate looked very different now that it had been fired. It looked like the
earth seen from outer space! It was beautiful!

I think that people are like my plate in some ways. Like my plate, each person is a unique
creation. God is the potter. He made humans beautiful and perfect, just like my friend made her
plates. But, it’s impossible for anyone to live a perfect life. We all try to be good people, but we
all do bad things sometimes. Like my plate, our lives become ugly and full of mistakes. When I
spilled the green paint, I tried to fix my mistake with a rag and make the plate beautiful again. But
[ couldn’t do it. In the same way, no matter how hard we try to be good people or try to fix our
mistakes, we can’t. We can’t be perfect.

So how did my plate become beautiful in the end? [ put it into the kiln. After it was fired,
it looked very different. It became beautiful! My plate changing in the kiln is like how we
change when we trust Jesus. God is just and fair, so he must punish sin. But because he loves us
very much, he made a way to save us from punishment. We can’t live a perfect life, so God sent
Jesus to earth to live a perfect life for us. Even though Jesus did nothing wrong, he was punished
for our sins when he died on the cross. Because Jesus took our punishment for us, our sins are
forgiven. When God looks at us, he doesn’t see our sins because Jesus paid for them when he
died on the cross. Instead, God sees us as his precious children. To receive his forgiveness, all we
have to do is trust him. If we trust him, we become beautiful to God, just like my plate after being
in the kiln.

Years later, I still have my plate. I feel happy when I see it because it reminds me that I'm
precious to God. Even though I've done so many things that I shouldn’t, God forgives me because
Jesus died for my sins. The same is true for you. If you trust God, he will see you as beautiful and
perfect no matter how many bad things you’ve done. When we trust God, we become a new
creation.
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